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CANADIAN ROCKIES TO PARTICIPATE IN WIND FARM PROJECT. 

The Canadian Rockies Public Schools (CRPS) is walking the talk on energy efficiency by joining forces with other  
Alberta school divisions to develop a wind farm. 

The project, spearheaded by a Commodity Purchasing Consortium (CPC) created by school divisions in 2005, is       
expected to begin construction immediately and be operational by December 31, 2013.  

Dubbed the Bull Creek project, the 46-turbine wind farm will be built by Calgary’s BluEarth Renewables Inc. on land 
20 km northeast of Provost. The estimated $160 million development will have a capacity of 115 megawatts, generating 
enough renewable energy to power 30,000 to 35,000 homes. 

The CRPS board of trustees confirmed its participation in the project at its meeting Wednesday night (Oct. 24), joining 
18 other jurisdictions that have already committed. Among those are Fort McMurray Public Schools, Grasslands, Battle 
River, Evergreen and Wetaskiwin. More than 40 boards are currently in the final stage of approving their participation. 

CRPS Board Chair Kim Bater says, “This is the right choice for us from a citizenship viewpoint.  We reduce our       
environmental footprint, we save money, and we take action on renewable energy solutions which are key passions for 
our students and communities.” 

The purchasing consortium was formed during a time of high price volatility in electricity and natural gas to help school 
divisions pool their resources to compete for wholesale energy rates. CRPS’ current contract expires in December 2013. 
Its commitment to purchase electricity from the wind farm will begin in January 2014. 

After extensive research on the future of the electricity market, the CPC has concluded that the best option for member 
school boards is to secure the stability of their budgets and long-term electric energy requirements by entering into a 25-
year Direct Sales Agreements with the Alberta Schools Wind Project. 

“All of the analyses that has been done come back with the same conclusion of where prices are expected to go. Most 
power in Alberta comes from coal-fired generating plants that were built in the 1970s and will soon need massive capi-
tal investment. The CPC projection is that wind power is the most economical way to move forward,” CRPS secretary-
treasurer Dave MacKenzie told the board. 

“Right now is a perfect time to build. Interest rates cannot go any lower.” 

CRPS will pay a fixed rate for power for the first three years and then an annual three per cent increase after that. By 
Year 17 the division’s electricity rate is predicted to be about $100 per gigajoule. 

“Last month the residential rate for power was already over $100 per gigajoule, so 17 years from now we’d be paying 
the same amount that we are now,” said MacKenzie. 

The projected prices are dependent on the size of the participant pool. If fewer boards participate than anticipated and 
projected prices increase, the proposal will be brought back to the CRPS board for re-evaluation. 

For further information please contact:  

Superintendent Christoher MacPhee 403-609-6070 or Secretary Treasurer Dave MacKenzie – 403-679-2242 


